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Abstract – This paper describes about the bibliometric study 
of publication growth of open access journals in Management 
subject. The year-wise and length-wise distribution of 
publication, year-wise distribution of Annual Research output 
vs research pages, Year-wise pattern of department-wise 
distribution of publication, year-wise, continent-wise and 
country-wise concentration of research and  year-wise, subject-
wise distribution were studied and analyzed.
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I. IntroductIon

 The techniques of bibliometrics have extensive 
applications equally in sociological studies of science, 
information management, librarianship, history of science 
including science policy; study of science and scientists and 
also in different branches of social scientists.

 The bibliometrics is not merely a theoretical discipline, 
but has an extensive application. It is used to identify the 
pattern of publication, authorship, citation and behaviour of 
a subject over a period of time or at a given time and thereby 
offering insight into the dynamics of the area under study. 
Considering	 its	 contemporary	 significance,	 an	 attempt	 is	
made by the researcher to bring out a biblometric analysis of 
nine Economic Journals.

 Scholarly communication means the study of how 
scholars	 in	 any	 field	 (e.g.,	 physical,	 biological,	 social	 and	
behavioral science, humanities and technology) use and 
disseminate information through formal and informal 
channels.  The study of scholarly communication includes 
the growth of scholarly information, the relationships among 
research areas and disciplines, the information needs and 
uses of individual user groups, and the relationships among 
formal and informal methods of communication.

 Bibliometric methods are applicable only to the study 
of the formal channels of scholarly communication that is 
the written record of scholarship. In combination with data 
gleaned from other methods, they can provide a large, rich 
characterization of communication process which is not 
possible otherwise.

II. revIew of LIterature

 Thanuskodi (2010) analyzed the research output 
performance of social scientists on social science subjects. 
The analysis covered mainly the number of articles, authorship 
pattern, subject-wise distribution of articles, average number 
of references per articles, forms of documents cited, year-wise 
distribution of cited journals etc. Krishnamurthy et al (2009) 
made an attempt to analyze the Diabetes literature indexed in 
the MEDLINE database for the period 1995-2005. In their 
findings,	Relative	Growth	Rate	(RGR)	was	decreasing	year-
wise.	 During	 their	 study	 they	 identified	 that	 USA	was	 the	
largest contributor of literature on diabetes research.

 Mohammed  Nazim   and   Moin  Ahmad (2008)  aimed  
to	 offer	 an	 overview	 of	 research	 	 trends	 in	 	 the	 	 field	 of	
nanotechnology  and  characterized  its  most important 
aspects  such as,  growth of   literature, authorship  pattern, 
most  productive journals, authors, countries etc.  Their 
yearly analysis showed that there was a rapid growth of 
nanotechnology research from the beginning of 21st century.    

 Asha  (2007) analyzed   articles  and  citations   in   
Demography India for a  period of  ten years from 1972  to 
2001. She also found out that Lokta’s relationship was only 
valid for authors with more than three publications. She 
identified	 most-cited	 journals	 and	 examined	 bibliographic	
forms cited documents, average age of citations and rate of 
citation per article.
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 Kamal Lochan  Jena (2006) carried out bibliometric 
study in the journal  ‘Indian Journal  of  Fiber  and  Textile  
Research’  from 1996 to 2004. His study covered the trend 
publications such as year-wise distribution of articles, 
bibliographical  distribution   of   citations,   authorship  
pattern,    citation pattern, average   length   of   articles,   
number			of			tables		and		figures		used,	time		lag,	geographical	
distribution of authors, etc. Mahapatra and Padmanav Jeans 
(2006)	described	the	growth	of	scientific	literature	in			Orissa	
published during   1985-2004.  They analysed the data by 
authorship pattern, year-wise growth, subject-wise break of 
papers, category of journal, place of origin, length of papers 
and productivity of journals.

III. objectIveS of the Study

 The researcher has undertaken the research with the 
following objectives.

1.	 To	find	out	the	year-wise	and	length-wise	distribution	of	
publication;

2.	 To	 find	 out	 year-wise	 distribution	 of	Annual	 Research	
output vs research pages;

3.	 To	 find	 out	 Year-wise	 pattern	 of	 department-wise	
distribution of publication;

4.	 To	find	 out	 year-wise	 continent	wise	 and	 country-wise	
concentration of research;

5.		 To	find	out	year	wise	subject-wise	distribution.

Iv. methodoLogy

The data retrieved from Open-Jgate database for the 
period 2000-2011 has been done with a view to measure the 
growth of literature over these years. The literature has been 
analysed to ascertain forms of publication, authorship pattern, 
and	 authorship	 distribution	 to	 find	 out	 the	 distribution	 of	
articles in journals. The research output of ten Management 
subject journals which comes to 2709 publications has been 
taken as a base to measure the above mentioned parameters. 
The hypotheses framed on objectives are also proved by 
using necessary statistical tools.

 The Table II describes about the year-wise distribution 
of publication. In the year 2011, there are 412 (15.21%) 

v. anaLySIS and InterPretatIon

Table I lIsT oF JoUrnals Taken For The sTUDy
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research articles were published and it is the highest among 
all the years. In the year 2000, 3.21% articles were published 
and it is the lowest among all the years. From this it is clear 

Table II year -WIse DIsTrIbUTIon oF PUblIcaTIons

Table III DIsTrIbUTIon oF PUblIcaTIons by lengTh oF PaPers

that the number of publications is being increased every year.

 The Table III describes about the distribution of publication 

by length of papers. There are 1193 (44.04%) articles have 
6-10 pages of length and it is the highest among all the 
categories. There are 559 papers (20.63%) published with 
11-15 pages of length it is the second highest. One Article 

has been published with 46-50 pages. From this, it is clear 
that the length of articles for the most of the publications are 
6-10 pages only. 

 The table IV describes the year-wise distribution of annual 
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Table Iv  year-WIse DIsTrIbUTIon oF annUal research oUTPUT (arTIcles) vs research Pages

Table v year-WIse PaTTern oF DeParTmenT-WIse DIsTrIbUTIon oF PUblIcaTIons

research output vs research pages published. In the year 2011 
the total articles are 412 and the total pages published are 
4122 and the average number of pages per contribution is 
11. It is the highest among all the categories.  In the year 
2000 the annual research articles are 87 and total pages of 

research publication of articles are 871. The average number 
of pages per contribution is 10 and it is the lowest among all 
the categories. All the remaining years are in between these 
two categories.

 The Table V describes about the year-wise pattern 
of department-wise distribution of publications. The 
management discipline there are 6 departments and the 
HR has 843 articles with 50.57%. It is the highest among 
all the categories. In Environmental discipline, there are 5 

departments and chemistry subject had 752 articles and 
the percentage is 68.36%. It is the highest among all the 
categories. The year-wise in departments the articles are 
gradually increasing.
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 The Table VI describes about the year-wise, continent-
wise concentration of research publication. The Europe 
continent has 1476 articles published and in the year 2011 has 
published 307 articles and it is the highest among the other 

Table vI year-WIse conTInenT-WIse concenTraTIon oF research PUblIcaTIons

Table vII year-WIse PaTTern oF coUnTry-WIse DIsTrIbUTIon oF PUblIcaTIons

entire continent. The South America has contributed only 7 
articles and in the year 2008 only 3 articles were published 
and in they are the lowest among all the continent in research 
publications.
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 The Table VII describes about the year-wise pattern 
of country-wise publications. Among all the country the 
Romania has published 1100 articles during the study period 
and it is the highest among all the categories. In the year 

2011 Romania has published 243 articles and it is the highest. 
There are 11 countries like Kenya, Sudan, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Hungary, Ukraine, Lithuania, 
Albania, Chile and Trinidad has published only 1 articles and 
this is the lowest among all the countries. 
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 The Table VIII describes about the year-wise distribution 
of annual research output and the doubling time. In the year 
2007 the doubling time is 4.372 and in the year 2011 is 4.202 
and it is the highest among all the categories. In the year 2001 
is 0.906 and in the year 2004 is 1.812 and it is the lowest 
among all the other categories. From this it is clear that the 
doubling	time	that	the	articles	are	increased	every	five	years.

VI. concLuSIon

 The present research is focused on the Research 
productivity of Management studies journals published in 
open access. A bibliometric study attempts to evaluate the 
journal output in terms of content and coverage, growth 
rate and areas of research concentration in articles, the 
year-wise and length-wise distribution of publication,  year-
wise distribution of Annual Research output vs research 
pages, Year-wise pattern of department-wise distribution 
of publication, year-wise continent-wise and country-wise 
concentration of research, and year-wise, subject-wise 
distribution.	 	 	The	 analysis	 reflects	 a	wider	 notion	 gradual	
increasing in the present study.
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